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Medical threats are defined as "all potential or continuing enemy actions and environmental situations that could adversely affect the combat 
effectiveness of friendly forces, to include wounds, injuries, or sickness incurred while engaged in a joint operation." (Joint Publication 4-02, 
Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations, 30 July 2001). In DoD publications, the term is defined as a composite of all 
ongoing potential enemy actions and environmental conditions (disease and non-battle injuries) that may render a soldier combat 
ineffective. Commanders and unit leaders are responsible for protecting and preserving Army personnel and equipment against injury, 
damage, or loss that may result from food-, water-, and arthropod-borne diseases, as well as environmental injuries (for example, heat and 
cold injuries) and occupational hazards.  
 
Users are encouraged to submit comments and recommendations to improve these publications. Comments should include the version 
number, page/title, paragraph, and line(s) of the text where the change is recommended. The proponent for these publications is the United 
States Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine (USACHPPM). Comments and recommendations should be forwarded 
directly to: Commander, USACHPPM, ATTN: MCHB-CS-OHI, 5158 Blackhawk Road, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland 21010--5403, or 
by e-mail to USACHPPM Health Information Operations. If you develop new slides or revise existing slides, please forward them to 
USACHPPM Health Information Operations for future updates. We will post updates on a regular basis. 
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